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Severe Weather Update 
Keeping the city moving 

Over 250 Council staff have been redeployed from a variety of tasks such as specialist gardening and street cleaning to focus on clearing snow in high priority areas since 5 January. 

In addition, a further 100 staff, some of whom are already contracted to us for other projects, will be snow clearing in the hardest hit residential areas starting today. They will be working a seven day week to create maximum impact. 

Staff are working on clearing and gritting high priority areas such as: 

· School crossing points 

· Pedestrian crossings

· Access to shops 

These areas are being monitored and re-gritted when necessary, although this work is hampered by continuous snowfall and very cold temperatures.
Sheltered housing complexes are also being continually re-gritted.  

Street cleaning staff have focussed their efforts on replenishing public grit bins and providing schools with grit. This is a continual process as grit bins are being emptied immediately they are filled. 
Staff are working to ensure any outstanding access issues to bin stores at multi story and low rise blocks across the city are being dealt with.  

A three day roads salt and gritting plan will be published daily from Monday. 

Keeping in touch 

Staff are now being tasked with clearing snow on access routes to care homes to ensure access for emergency vehicles, care staff and so that other deliveries can be made. 
Staff are continuing to call and visit vulnerable residents to check on issues or repairs needed with follow up visits being carried out as required. We are working with our partner organisations to identify and approach potentially vulnerable households. 
Customer contact 

We have received 28,000 visits to the Council emergency information blog on the website since Tuesday 5 January by people wanting to find out the latest information about severe weather and school closures. 

We have been working with broadcast and print media, specifically drive time slots, to ensure road users are kept informed. 

Radio Forth continues to provide excellent support in the effort to get information to parents about school closure through their early morning breakfast shows. 

Schools 
The nursery classes in Corstorphine and St Mary's (Leith) Primary Schools will be closed tomorrow although primary pupils will attend as normal.  
Buckstone Primary is open for P1-P3 pupils only.  
Balerno High School and Woodlands Special School will be closed tomorrow with all other schools in the city open as normal. 
The snow clearance efforts around school access areas has been extremely successful. 

Further information

Please check the Council website for regular updated information and FAQ’s
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/internet
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