City of Edinburgh Council

Labour Amendment

Full Council Meeting

16th December 2010

Item 8.2
Edinburgh Tram Project

Paragraph 6 Recommendations – delete all and replace with:

(i) Council notes the position in respect of the refreshed business case but regrets that it only provides detailed information on the Airport to St. Andrews Square stage of Phase 1a of the Tram Project, and not on the overall ‘Airport to Seaport’ scope.
Indeed, the 24th June 2010 report to Council explicitly referred to 5 stages of incremental delivery:
1. Airport – Haymarket

2. Airport - York Place

3. Airport - Foot of the Walk
4. Airport - Ocean Terminal

5. Airport - Newhaven
The subsequent Act of Council agreed that further information would be submitted to Council as:

“a separate report outlining a refreshed business case detailing the capital and revenue implications of all the options currently being investigated by tie and taking into account assumptions contained within the original plan (eg anticipated development) that either no longer apply or whose timescales were now substantially changed.”
Following this June decision, a further report was presented to Council on 14th October 2010. That report was simply noted by Council (on division) and the subsequent Act of Council agreed that:
“a more detailed account of the updated Business Case, including further options as requested, will be made available to all members for the Council meeting in December (or earlier if there is a Special Meeting) while protecting the commercial interests of Lothian Buses but that members of each political group would be provided with access to the full update for scrutiny, subject to written undertakings by those individuals that they would not disclose commercially sensitive detail to any other individual or organisation.”
These Acts of Council have clearly not been delivered and consequently Council insists that detailed information on programme, cost and the contractual implications of the remaining 3-stages of Phase 1a are provided to Council as earlier agreed on two previous occasions:

3.   Airport - Foot of the Walk
4.   Airport - Ocean Terminal
5.   Airport - Newhaven
(ii) Council regrets the failure of the Lib-Dem/SNP Administration in not bringing forward these earlier agreed Acts of Council.
(iii) Council notes the steps taken to date to take forward a mediation proposal.
(iv) Council agrees now to the principle of the transfer of the management of the trams to Lothian Buses and calls for a report on the governance arrangements necessary within the Council - as well as for TEL and TIE - in order to facilitate that transfer.
(v) Council agrees to request Scottish Ministers to grant an extension of the current land acquisition powers in accordance with the Tram Acts.

Proposed __________________________________

Seconded __________________________________

