Members Briefing 155
Wednesday 30 December 2009 


WINTER ROADS AND PAVEMENTS MAINTENANCE UPDATE

The City of Edinburgh Council operates a priority system for the treatment of the 1365 kilometres of roads and some 2700 kilometres of pavements within the city boundaries. 

With regard to gritting treatment, Road Category 1 routes are treated first and are important principal roads and major bus routes, roads to hospitals, ambulance depots and fire stations. After these routes have been treated and are considered safe for vehicular use, all other main roads and distributors are then treated.

Due to the constantly changing weather and taking into consideration the forecast for the next few days, combined with a need to use grit reserves wisely, the gritting vehicles are committed to Category 1 and 2 routes at the moment. 

However, due to a favourable weather forecast, every effort will be made to grit residential non-main routes by the end of 31st December, 2009.

In addition to this treatment the full available resource of mini-tractors is presently gritting footpaths adjacent to priority roads however due to the hard compacted snow/ice this is proving difficult to remove. In order to encourage the use of salt-bins for “self-help” purposes to grit residential footpaths, a full compliment of vehicles have been assigned to refilling salt bins from today. 

The Winter Maintenance team are working to their fullest extent to ensure the safety of the residents, supported by grounds maintenance, street cleaning and other staff who have been take off their normal duties to assist with the gritting effort.
For more information contact

Euan Kennedy 529 3732
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